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Why Did Jesus Get So Uptight? 
 

Interviewing John About Jesus 
 

In May 1945, American soldiers captured the Bavarian mountaintop retreat of Hitler and 

other top Nazis. What they found amazed them. Herman Goering’s stolen art treasures 

filled several trains. Troops from the US Army 3rd infantry division found a wine cellar in 

Goering’s house containing 16,000 bottles of liquor. They needed six trucks to take 

away what they wanted, and that wasn’t all of it.  

 

It was a similar situation in 70 AD, when the Romans captured Jerusalem. They were 

amazed at the grandeur of the temple that dominated the city. It had been one of the 

biggest building projects in the Roman world at that time. Some of the foundation 

stones they used weighed nearly 100 tons. The Temple itself was built of imported 

white marble. The whole place gleamed and shone as it towered above the city. Built by 

King Herod, who wanted to placate his Jewish subjects, it took 18,000 men working full 

time for 84 years to complete it. It had only been completed for a few years when the 

Romans attacked Jerusalem. Titus, the leader of the conquering Roman army, saw how 

magnificent it was, and so gave orders for it not to be touched. But the order didn’t get 

through to his soldiers, who looted it and burned it to the ground.  

 
If the Romans were impressed by the magnificence of the temple, it’s not hard to 

imagine the impact it had on the disciples from Galilee. They were country boys from up 

north. When they arrived in Jerusalem, they were gobsmacked by the magnificence of 

the place. Talk about the “wow” factor. They had never seen anything like it. So it’s 

against the backdrop of this magnificent building, that we discover another side of 

Jesus. Here’s the story; 

 

“After this he went down to Capernaum with his mother and brothers and his 

disciples. There they stayed for a few days. When it was almost time for the 

Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple courts he found 

men selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging 

money. So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple area, 

both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and 
overturned their tables. To those who sold doves he said, "Get these out of 

here! How dare you turn my Father's house into a market!" His disciples 

remembered that it is written: "Zeal for your house will consume me." Then 

the Jews demanded of him, "What miraculous sign can you show us to prove 

your authority to do all this?" Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and 

I will raise it again in three days." The Jews replied, "It has taken forty-six 

years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three days?" But the 

temple he had spoken of was his body. After he was raised from the dead, his 

disciples recalled what he had said. Then they believed the Scripture and the 

words that Jesus had spoken. Now while he was in Jerusalem at the Passover 

Feast, many people saw the miraculous signs he was doing and believed in his 

name. But Jesus would not entrust himself to them, for he knew all men.”  

John 2:12-24 (NIV) 
 

Many people have this idea that Jesus was a really nice person who never upset 

anybody. For some of them, when they were children, they learned one of Charles 

Wesley’s hymns which was turned into a prayer. “Gentle Jesus, meek and mild, Look 

upon a little child; Pity my simplicity, Suffer me to come to Thee”. Is your picture of 

Jesus one of a gentle, mild mannered person who went about doing good? If that is so, 

what do you do with this passage of scripture? Here are three images of Jesus that 

don’t fit the stereotype.  

 

1. Physical Force. 
This isn’t “gentle Jesus meek and mild”. This is Jesus with a whip in his hand. This is 

Jesus causing mayhem. This is Jesus cracking a whip, scattering animals and people, 

turning over tables. People are running for cover from this Jesus. 
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2. Anger. 
This is not Jesus being a bit grumpy or out of sorts. This is fury. This is full blown anger 

on display. When we don’t expect to see this sort of a thing, it comes as quite a shock. 

My mother was a very gentle person who hardly ever lost her cool. But I still remember 

the day when she was about 8 months pregnant, and as a 9 year old, I came barrelling 

around the corner of the house, head down, going full speed, not looking where I was 

going, and I head butted her. I copped the full force of her anger, and it shocked me, 

because I had never seen my mother like that before. Not only did I come away with 

very red ears and a sore head, but the memory of that moment is still vivid over 50 

years later. The Gospel writers didn’t forget this incident when the explosive anger of 

Jesus resulted in some dramatic action. 

 

3. Spiritual Intolerance.  
Does it surprise you to hear me say that Jesus was spiritually intolerant? Many people 

believe that Christians should be tolerant of everything. But there were things Jesus 

wouldn’t accept under the guise of religion. There was behaviour he just wouldn’t 
tolerate. Unconcern about the nations of the world was one of them. 

 

 What Got Jesus So Uptight? 

What was going on that caused this sort of reaction from Jesus? If we are to 

understand, we need to understand Gods purposes for the temple. At that time, the 

temple was the place where people met with God. It was the place where people came 

to deal with their sin. It was a holy place, where people could be cleansed from 

everything dirty in their lives as the blood of a sacrificial lamb was shed on their behalf. 

It was a place of teaching, where people could learn the ways of God. It was a place of 

prayer, where people could be quiet and communicate with the God of all the universe. 

It was a place where people could withdraw from all the busyness of life and spend time 

with God. The temple was the connection point between sinful mankind and a holy God. 

Within the temple complex, there was a special place made available for those who 

were not Jewish, so that they too could worship Israel’s God. That place was called the 

temple court, or the court of the Gentiles. 

 

But by the time of Jesus, the court of the Gentiles was anything but a place of prayer 

and piety.  Greed and convenience had turned it into a market place. During Passover, 

hundreds of thousands of people would come to the temple to sacrifice an animal and to 

pay their temple tax, which was the equivalent of about two days' wages. That didn’t 

bother Jesus. What got Jesus so uptight was that the court of the Gentiles had been 

taken over as a place to run a scam. Here’s how it worked. 

 

The Tax And Sacrifice Scam. 

Because ordinary Roman coins were not acceptable in the temple, people had to get 

their money changed into temple money to pay the tax. But the money changers were 

charging people up to 50% of the value of the money just to change it. And there 

wasn’t a thing the common people could do about it. The rule with the animal sacrifice 

was that the animal had to be free from any blemishes.  No sick or blind animals. It had 

to be perfect. Because the priests acted as inspectors, they would have their own 

animals on sale. So it wasn’t difficult for them to reject any animal they didn’t like so 

they could sell one of theirs at a nice profit. All this buying and selling of animals and 

changing money was taking place in the court of the Gentiles.  

 

Misuse Of The Court Of The Gentiles.  

Right from the beginning, God’s intention was that the temple would be a house of 

prayer for all nations. It wasn’t just a place for Jewish worship, but a place for people of 

all nations who could worship the God of Israel. The temple was designed with a huge 

courtyard area that was reserved for the Gentiles to come and pray. It was the only 
place they could pray. If they went into the parts of the temple reserved for Jewish 

people they could be put to death. So if they couldn’t worship in the court of the 

Gentiles, they couldn’t worship anywhere. But this place, that was supposed to be a 

place of peace and a place for prayer had been turned into a market place, crowded 

with people, money, animals and noise. For Jesus, it wasn’t just what was happening, 
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but where it was happening that got him uptight. It was happening in the very place 

that was supposed to be the connection point for those from the nations of the world 

who wanted to find God. But meeting God there was impossible, because the court of 

the Gentiles was filled up with so much activity. That’s what got Jesus so uptight.  

 

Over the years in churches I have had people complain when we have sold books or 

cakes in the church building.  They have said that we are turning the place of prayer 

into a market place. But comments like that miss point. The church building where we 

worship is not the temple. When Jesus talked about the temple being destroyed and 

raised again in three days, he wasn’t talking about the building, but his body. Ever since 

the death of Jesus on the Cross, the whole temple sacrificial system has become 

obsolete. God doesn’t dwell in buildings, but in his people. The connection point 

between sinful mankind and a holy God isn’t a building, it’s the new temple of God. 

 

You Are The New Temple.  

When Paul wrote to the Corinthian Christians he was trying to get them to understand 
that the temple that God was living in was their own lives. He said “Don't you know 

that you yourselves are God's temple and that God's Spirit lives in you? If 

anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him; for God's temple is 

sacred, and you are that temple”. (1 Corinthians 3:16 & 17)  Later on he said 

“Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, 

whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at 

a price. Therefore honour God with your body”. (1 Corinthians 6:19 & 20)   

 

If you have put your trust in Christ as your Saviour, and you are following him, then 

you are his temple. You are the dwelling place of God. Once the connection place 

between non Jewish people and God, was a grand and glorious building in Jerusalem. 

Today, you and I who have Christ in us, who is the hope of glory, are the connection 

point. You are one of the connection points God uses between those outside his family, 

and himself.  

 

What Is Going On In The “Court Of The Gentiles?” 

For those of us who follow Christ, I believe God intends for us to have a large space in 

our lives called the “Court of the Gentiles”. It’s a large place in our lives prepared for 

those who don’t yet know God. That area has to be kept clear of all other activities. It’s 

got to be clear space reserved for those who don’t know God. And if we fill that clear 

space up with money making activities, we effectively shut out those who are seeking 

God. If our lives are so cluttered with leisure activities that we have no time for people 

seeking God, then the Court of the Gentiles has no space for those who don’t yet know 

God. If our Court of the Gentiles is so cluttered with our own personal religious activity 

that leaves no space for the outsider, we risk the anger of Jesus. If the court of the 

Gentiles in your life and mine is so filled with busyness, we are not much different than 

those who turned that part of the temple into a market place.   
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